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I am delighted to present this 3rd Annual Carbon Report to full Council. Just like any Annual Budget, the objective 
of this report is to provide transparency and accountability to the carbon emission levels of both the Council, and 
the Borough as a whole. This report has been input into from across Council departments and Cabinet portfolios. 
 
Since our second Annual Carbon Report as a Council we have been extremely busy across a whole range of 
activities. Of particular note was that Haringey led a successful bid on behalf of several north London boroughs to 
Government to provide hundreds of free Green Deal energy assessments, helping people identify the measures 
they need to live more comfortably, save money and reduce carbon emissions. There was a remarkable spread of 
take up across all wards in the borough. Alongside this the scheme developed a network of hundreds of 
businesses who stand to benefit from the growth of this market by up-skilling their employees and gaining the 
necessary accreditations, helped by Haringey.  
 
Apart from our practical work installing energy saving measures and providing outreach to residents and 
businesses we have been working on some very exciting plans with a leading UK University which could in the 
long term lead to a research facility being established in the borough with the prospect to accelerate low carbon 
commercial opportunities through research and innovation.  
 
In addition, we have been developing plans for low carbon heat network that could in its first phase span a 
distance of five kilometres, save residents 10% on their fuel bills and reduce carbon emissions from heat by a 
massive 60% compared to business as usual. We have a once in a lifetime chance to implement this infrastructure 
as part of the major regeneration plans for Tottenham and I hope we will make this a reality.  
 
Over the past year the 40:20 Steering Group have also developed and formed new working groups that will help 
to coordinate activity develop collaborative schemes. We will not achieve our target alone. Delivering our 
ambitious plans as have been laid out by the Carbon Commission will require support from national government 
and, more importantly, coordinated action from everyone, be that, businesses, faith groups, schools, public 
bodies, charities and every individual who lives in the borough.  
 
I hope you find this report an interesting source of inspiration to come and join us on the journey to a more 
sustainable future for Haringey. 
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1. Summary 
 

1.1 Introduction  
 

The Annual Carbon Report provides year on year account of progress made to reduce carbon 

emissions in Haringey. The report includes: 

 

¶ Official carbon emissions data for April 2011- March 2012 (published by the Department of 

Energy and Climate and Change in 2013)  

¶ An overview of key Council programmes and collaborative initiatives to reduce CO2 

emissions in April 2012- March 2013; and  

¶ Next steps and priorities for the future. 
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1.2 Haringey CO2 emissions  (data released 2013)  

 

      
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

12%  9.5%  2%  

Reduction in CO2 from Homes, Transport and Business   2010 - 2011 

2020 
2.2 tonnes 

 

2005 
4.5 tonnes 

To achieve 40% CO2 reduction target 

emissions per person must be halved 

 

Change in CO2 

2005 - 2011 

Haringey 

Ҩ 16.1% 

London  

Ҩ 14.2%  

UK 

Ҩ 16.5%  

Haringey population will 
increase 

20% by 2020 
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The first phase of the heat network 
would deliver:  

      C02 reduction  

        of pipes laid underground  
 

      reduction in heating costs 
 

of households planned 
to make energy saving 
improvements in the 
next 12 months as a 
result of their Green 
Deal Assessment.  
 

75%    

1.3 Key progress from April 2012 ɀ March 2013  
 
Since the launch of the Carbon Commission Report in November 2012, which set out 

recommendations for achieving a 40% carbon reduction in Haringey by 2020, the Council has made 

significant progress.   

 Å The Council began work to develop a 

strategic research partnership with a major 

Russell Group university, with the long term aim 

of attracting a Higher Education partner to 

locate in the borough and drive growth of the 

low carbon economy.  

The first stage of the partnership involves 

collaborative research with leaders from among 

the business and local community to address 

key challenges facing the borough, such as 

energy vulnerability of households, and 

opportunities for new uses of IT and resource 

data to open up new commercial 

opportunities. This partnership will be 

publically launched in January 2014.   

 

Å Significant progress was made to develop 

proposals for a district heat network that 

would provide lower cost and lower carbon 

heating and hot water to thousands of homes 

as well as serving commercial customers. In 

partnership with the Greater London Authority 

and London Borough of Enfield, the Council 

completed several detailed technical studies 

and an outline business case demonstrating the 

benefits of the heat network, which includes 

proposals for heat off-take from the Energy 

from Waste Plant at the Edmonton Eco Park. 

 

Å  Haringey Council was one of a number of 

local authority areas selected by the 

Department of Energy and Climate Change to 

test and develop the Green Deal ï a new 

way of financing building energy saving 

improvements (also known as building óretrofitô).  

 

Working in partnership with local organisations, 

Haringey Council provided over four hundred 

free Green Deal Assessments to households, 

and in doing so created valuable employment 

opportunities for home energy assessors and 

training opportunities for organisations carrying 

out community engagement outreach work. 

 
Å  The Council commissioned proposals for a 

local cooperative, formed of local retrofit 

installers, community organisations, local 

authorities and other partners, to drive retrofit 

from the óground upô. The proposals were 

tested and developed with community groups 

and local business. RetrofitWorks: the 
Good Building Cooperative has now been 

formally established and is the first of its kind in 

the UK.  

 

The cooperative will drive both the energy 

saving retrofit of thousands of homes, 

protecting people against raising fuel costs, and 

development of a trained local supply chain. The 

coop currently has 25 business members and 

will complete its first pilot projects in winter 

2013, before scaling up its operations in 2014. 
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Savings identified for local businesses: 
 

Up to tonnes CO2 savings a year 
 

  energy bill savings 
 

Total CO2 per year  tonnes

 

Å Following an award from the One Borough 

One Future Fund, Tottenham based charity 

Living Under One Sun (LUOS) were 

commissioned to meet with residents to 

discuss their energy issues and help them to 

take part in the Big Community Switch, a 

collective energy switching scheme. The project 

focuses on supporting  vulnerable and fuel poor 

residents to cut the cost of their energy bills. To 

date over 3000 people have received advice. 

 

Å The Councils business support project, 

Green Light North London provided one-

to-one advice to 51 businesses helping them to 

cut their running costs and improve their 

business prospects by ógoing greenô. Examples 

of action being taken switching to cost saving 

LED lighting and taking part in fuel saving driver 

training. This project also piloted the first 

commercial Green Deal Assessments to be 

delivered in the UK. 

 

Å  The Council has continued to lead by 

example, reducing its own carbon footprint, 

through investment made via the Councilôs 

revolving Sustainable Investment Fund 
for energy efficiency improvements, and 

additional investment in solar photovoltaic 

panels. 

Some of the biggest reductions were made in 

leisure services, prior to outsourcing its 

management to Fusion Leisure. This will be 

driven down further by contract agreements 

made at the point of outsourcing this service.  

 

Decrease in the overall size of the corporate 

estate, for example due to conversion of 

schools to academy status, has meant that total 

emissions under the Councilôs control have 

reduced. Emissions from these assets will need 

to be addressed as part of borough wide plans.   

 

Å Continued investment in cycle routes, bicycle 

parking and cycle training has continued to 

increase the number of journeys made by bike 

and delivered an 8% annual increase in cycle 

trips over the last decade which equates to over 

3,000 additional cycle trips now being made 

each day. 

 

 An extensive transport study has identified 

locations across the borough where óDutch-

styleô high standard cycling facilities, such 

as segregated cycle lanes and bicycle parking 

provision, could be implemented to make the 

roads safer and more accessible for cyclists.  

 
 

 

 
 

To date the Council has achieved: 
 

CO2 ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ  

off the roads,  

saving  million each year on 

energy costs 
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1.4 Challenges & priorities  for the year ahead 
 
Opportunity for the delivery of a 
strategic heat network in Tottenham.  
 

The regeneration of Tottenham provides an 

unparalleled opportunity to create 21st century 

energy infrastructure and sustainable 

neighbourhood design, delivering low carbon, 

lower cost heating to thousands of new homes, 

while also serving commercial customers and 

the redeveloped Tottenham Hotspurôs stadium. 

This can be achieved through the Councilôs 

leadership of major regeneration plans and 

statutory planning powers, and by securing 

necessary infrastructure as part of any disposal 

or development agreements.  
 

In early 2014, Haringey Council will review the 

final business plan for phase 1 of the network 

and assess delivery options.  

 

Attracting a university research 
partner to locate in the Borough.  
 

The Council will progress work on a business 

case to attract a university research centre in 

the borough that will stimulate growth of low 

carbon enterprise. A number of possible sites 

have already been identified with the necessary 

requirements for this purpose. 

 

 
Develop partnerships that will support 
innovation and accelerate the use of 
low carbon technologies and 
enterprise.  
 

The Council will work collaboratively with 

leading universities, businesses, central 

government, organisations such as the Energy 

Technologies Institute, and the local community 

to develop collaborative research and 

implement demonstration projects.  

 

One scheme currently being explored is a 

ósystemô based approach to low carbon heat, 

incorporating local energy generation and heat 

storage, ICT systems and controls for building 

energy management and building fabric 

improvements, such as insulation.  

 

Tackling Ψhard to treatΩ homes and 
developing local supply chains and a 
skilled workforce in building retrofit .   
 

Haringey Council is leading proposals for a 

scheme to insulate 1,000 homes and 

commercial premises in north London that are 

óhard to treatô or óhard to reachô. These 

properties include those with solid walls, which 

are difficult to insulate but are typical within 

Haringey.  

 

This work will also aim to support the 

development of a local network of skilled 

assessors and installers, by providing specialist 

training and support to approximately 60 

businesses.  

 

Over time this will build capacity in the area to 

deliver retrofit on a much larger scale. To 

achieve a 40% reduction in CO2 by 2020 an 

estimated 10,000 homes will need to be 

retrofitted, which could lead to the creation of 

hundreds of new high skilled jobs.   
 

 

 
Further reducing the carbon footprint 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŜǎǘŀǘŜΦ  
 

The potential redevelopment of the Councilôs 

civic complex in Wood Green presents a major 

opportunity for developing the boroughs district 

heating network and reducing the carbon 

footprint of the Councilôs corporate estate 

towards the 40% target by 2015.   
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Retrofit of social housing to reduce 
fuel poverty, create skilled jobs and 
provide training opportunities.  
 

Achieving the national óstandard for affordable 

warmthô across all social housing stock is 

estimated to cost £129m. This represents a 

major financing and delivery challenge for the 

Council.  

 

The cost of this work can potentially be offset 

by ECO (Energy Company Obligation) funding 

contributions and by gains made improve 

associated health and well being. The Councilôs 

30 Year Social Housing Investment & Renewal 

Strategy, which is being developed, will set out 

the Councilôs approach to approach to delivering 

energy saving improvements.   

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Carbon Commission   

 The Carbon Commission brought together a 
team of sustainability and carbon management 
experts who donated their time to prepare a set 
of recommendations for how Haringey can 
achieve its ambition to reduce CO2 emissions by 
40% by 2020, safeguard prosperity and improve 
the quality of live for everyone living and working 
in the borough.   

The recommendations report, published in 

November 2012, contained  five key 
recommendations: 

1. Create new cooperative and mutual business 

which invest wealth back in to the borough 

2. Develop a thriving Low Carbon Economy 
including establishing a low carbon 
enterprise district and partnerships with 
training providers to develop local work-
based skills in sustainable industries.   

3. Boost Innovation by partnering with high 
profile businesses, Universities and research 
ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ΨƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƭŀōΩ 
in Haringey.  

4. Invest in Low Carbon Transport - Dƻ 5ǳǘŎƘΩΣ 
develop market for alternative fuelled 
vehicles, develop transport plans with 
neighbouring boroughs. 

5. Strengthen Community Organisations - Help 
increase reach and impact of organisation. 

Based on this report the Council developed an 
Action Plan. Both the Carbon Commission Report 
and the Action Plan can be downloaded at  
www.haringey4020.org.uk 

 

http://www.haringey4020.org.uk/
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2. The Global Climate Challenge  
 

Globally there is a need to reduce overall emissions even as populations increase and nations such as 

China and India become more energy and resource intensive. As one of the most unequal local 

authorities in the UK, Haringey can be seen as a microcosm of our global sustainability challenge, to live 

within environmental limits while raising prosperity.  

 

Increasing levels of greenhouse gases (GHGs) are causing the planet to warm up, which is affecting our 

climate and will continue to do so. If GHG emissions are left unchecked, average global temperatures 

could rise by up to 6°C by the end of the century. This is likely to leave communities vulnerable to 

extreme weather and flooding, and the cost of adapting our infrastructure and lifestyles could 

significantly damage our economy.  

 

On a global scale we would also have to cope with famine and significant levels of population 

displacement in an already overcrowded planet. In Haringey, as in the rest of the world, climate change 

will have a disproportionate impact on the poorest and most vulnerable people in the community; those 

who lack the means to absorb the rising costs of heating their home and the increased cost of food and 

travel, however taking action now can benefit us all. Managing carbon more effectively makes 

economic, social and environmental sense.  

 

Haringey has committed to reduce CO2 emissions by 40 per cent by 2020. As the most unequal 

borough in London, the challenge for Haringey is a microcosm of the global sustainability challenge ï to 

live within environmental limits while reducing inequality.  

 

Climate change is not just about avoiding environmental disaster; it is about securing the future growth 

of our economy through green investment to create a prosperous and fairer future for all. Action to 

reduce carbon emission levels has wide ranging benefits that hit all of the Councilôs key priorities: 

regeneration, jobs and training, fuel poverty mitigation and health & well being, irrespective of 

environmental considerations.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

By 2020 the EU must achieve binding "20-20-20" targets:  

¶ 20% reduction greenhouse gas emissions (from 1990 levels) 

¶ 20% improvement in energy efficiency  

¶ 20% of energy produced from renewable resources 

It is estimated that meeting the 20% renewable energy target could create around   417, 000 
additional  jobs, while the 20% energy efficiency is forecast to boost employment by 400,000 jobs.  

 

The UK  нллу /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ !Ŏǘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭŜƎŀƭƭȅ ōinding climate change target. The 

UK aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by at least 80% (from 1990 levels) by 2050.  

Moving to a more energy efficient, low-carbon economy will create economic growth, new jobs, help 

protect the UK from rising energy prices and reduce reliance on imported fossil fuels.  
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Good News: Itôs happening!  
 
 

  

Source: www.1010global.org/itshappening 

Image: VATTENFALL 

Image: IDCOL 

Image: Solar Aid Image: GTR PUCP 
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Haringey 40:20 
 

 

 

Haringey 40:20 brings together people, businesses and community groups to reduce carbon emissions 

in the borough 40% by 2020 and create a vibrant sustainable borough, with a good quality of life for 

everyone. By supporting sustainable economic growth, which helps adapt to climate change and reduce 

carbon emissions, we can protect our future prosperity.  

 
The challenge we face to reduce carbon emissions across the borough, is not one the Council can 

achieve on its own. This will take action from among residents, businesses, the council and other public 

and third sector organisations. 
 

A 40:20 Steering Group has been established, which includes representatives from community 

organisations; Sustainable Haringey, Tottenham Friends of the Earth, Muswell Hill Sustainability Group, 

not-for-profits and charities; Living Under One Sun, EN10ERGY, Community Energy Lab and new 

economics foundation, a business network Tottenham Traders and the Housing ALMO Homes for 

Haringey. The group also includes Cabinet Member for Carbon Reduction; Cllr Joe Goldberg, cross party 

Councillors; Cllr Juliet Solomon and Cllr Toni Mallet, and Council officers.  

 

The role of the Steering Group includes engaging local communities and developing new initiatives to 

support change for a low carbon future, actively promoting the 40:20 agenda, and exchange of ideas and 

knowledge between 40: 20 Steering Group members and wider 40:20 community. The group also 

provide input, scrutinise, challenge and monitor the delivery of the Councilôs 40:20 Action Plan. 

 

Communications and Housing Retrofit working groups were formed earlier this year and are looking to 

new recruit members to help take forward key projects. The Retrofit Group for example, are involved 

with developing a retrofitting cooperative for Haringey, new project proposals and funding bids. The 

Communications group are devising a Haringey 40:20 short film and other outreach activities. 

 

 If you are a local person with an interest in either of these groups and expertise to offer please contact 

haringey4020@haringey.gov.uk 

______________________________________________
 

We have everything we need 

to start making changes.  
 
Many people are already making great 

strides forward ï our families, our 

neighbours, local entrepreneurs on our 

high streets and volunteer 

organisations across the borough are 

already doing this.  

 

The changes we make, such as 

improving our homes; making streets 

more fit for cycling and walking and 

 

 

 

developing new innovative 

technologies and processes fit for a 

sustainable economy are the same 

things that will lead to a better quality 

of life for all as well as new, quality 

skilled jobs.   

 

Together we can start creating the 

future we want to see right now ï a 

Haringey which is cleaner, greener and 

more prosperous.  

 

Letôs start together, today. 

Are you in? 

             Visit www.haringey4020.gov.uk  and join in today!  

mailto:haringey4020@haringey.gov.uk
http://www.haringey4020.gov.uk/
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3. Haringeyôs Carbon Emissions  

3.1 CO2 Emissions 2010 -2011 (released 2013)  
 
Haringey carbon reduction target  

 
In November 2009, following a campaign led by Friends of the Earth and involving hundreds of local 

residents, Haringey Council became the first major local authority to adopt a target to reduce carbon 

emissions by 40% by 2020. This equates to a reduction of more than 400,000 tonnes of CO2 per year, 

equivalent to taking 130,000 cars off the road
1
.  

 

Reduction in CO2 emissions between 2010 and 2011 

 
Between 2010 ï 2011 Haringeyôs carbon emissions have 

decreased by 9.7 per cent. 
There has been a decrease in 

emissions across all sectors as follows: 

 

¶ Domestic emissions decreased by more than 12%  

¶ Emissions from Industry and commercial have  

decreased by 9.5% 

¶ Transport emissions have decreased by 2% 

 

 
Table: Percentage reduction CO2 emissions from 2010 to 2011 

 
 

 Industry and 
commercial 

Domestic Transport Total 

Haringey 9.5% 12.3% 2.0% 9.7% 
London 10.8% 11.8% 2.3% 9.7% 

UK 9.9% 12.2% 1.6% 8.8% 
 
The reduction in total emissions between 2010 and 2011 in Haringey is consistent with the national 

trends. This decrease can be attributed to a number of factors including implementation, local, regional 

and national schemes to reduce carbon emissions,  the mild winter temperatures in 2011 (the national 

figures are not corrected to account for weather changes from year to year)
2
 and rising energy prices.

3
    

 

Domestic emissions are strongly influenced by average temperature. The decrease in domestic 

emissions from 2010 can be attributed to a decrease use of natural gas for space heating as 2011 was, 

on average, warmer than 2010.  

  

Transport emissions include transport for both private and for business purposes. Emissions 

estimates are made based traffic distribution, therefore some of the emissions within an authority 

represent through traffic, or part of trips into or out of the area whether by residents or non-residents. 

 

 
 

The carbon emission data 

reported here are official 

statistics for òEmissions  within 

the scope of influence of Local 

Authoritiesó published annually 

by the Department of Energy & 

Climate Changeõs (DECC).  

 
The latest data (released in July 

2013) relates to emissions 

generated in April 2010 ð 

March 2011.   
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Haringey is one of only ten local authorities nationally where home energy use (domestic 

emissions) account for more than half of total carbon emissions 1  

       Haringey CO2 emissions 2011              UK CO2 emissions 2011 
   

 
 

 
In 2011 30 percent of direct emissions in Haringey were attributed to the industry and commercial 

sector, 51 percent to the domestic sector, and 20 percent to road transport. A smaller proportion of 

Haringeyôs CO2 emissions come from both transport and businesses than in the UK as a whole. 

 

How are CO2 emissions for a Local authority area calculated?  
 
Carbon emissions data was first published for Local Authorities in 2005 (the ôbaselineõ year). At the time of 

reporting, he most recent figures, released by DECC in 2013, relate to the period April 2010 ð March 2011 

(published July 2013). DECC apply the following approach to preparing the emissions data: 

 

¶ Wherever possible, estimates are based on ôrealõ local data such as electricity and gas 

consumption.   

¶ All emissions from energy production (e.g. from electricity generation or refineries) are allocated 

according to where energy is actually consumed by householders and businesses, rather than 

where the energy is produced is located.  

¶ Other emissions are ôde-aggregatedõ from national data and assigned to local authority areas 

on the basis of local information such as traffic flow estimate, population, employment and 

household fuel types.
1
 

 

ôEmissions within the scope of influence of Local Authoritiesõ are defined at a national level as those that 

occur within the boundaries of the local authority; this excludes: 

 

1. Emissions which LAs are considered unable to directly influence. These are emissions from 

motorways, diesel railways, EU Emissions Trading System sites (with the exception of energy suppliers 

e.g. power stations, whose emissions are indirectly included via the end-user estimates for electricity 

use) and Land Use, Land Use Change, and Forestry (LULUCF) net emissions sector. 

 

2. Emissions which cannot be disaggregated and attributed to Local Authorities. These are offshore 

emissions from oil and gas extraction, domestic aviation emissions, fishing, coastal shipping, exports 

and waste incineration (except for energy generation). 
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3.1 CO2 emissions ɀ change from 2005 baseline   
 

In 2011 total carbon emissions for Haringey were 870,000 tonnes. This is a 16 percent decrease 

since the baseline year 2005, equivalent to removing more than 52,000 cars off the roads.  

 

Graph: Change in CO2 emissions from 2005 (baseline) to 2011 
 

 
 
 
Over the 6 year period, emission from all sectors have decreased. The largest decrease has been in 

emissions related to home energy use. 
 
Table: Percentage reduction CO2 emissions from 2005 (baseline) to 2011 
 

 
Industry and 
Commercial  

Domestic  Transport Total  

Haringey  11.1 % 19.5 % 14.1 % 16.1 % 

London  12.7% 16.5% 13.2% 14.2% 
UK 20.0% 17.1 % 9.3% 16.5% 

 
 
Since 2005 total carbon emissions in Haringey have decreased by nearly 2% more than London-wide 

emissions.  Haringeyôs transport and domestic emissions have reduced by more than the UK average, 

however UK wide Industrial and Commercial emission have fallen by nearly twice as much as in 

Haringey.  

 

 

 -    
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 600.0  
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Commercial CO2 
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Between 2005 and 2011, the population of Haringey is estimated to have increased by 11% (ONS, 

2012), despite this total CO2 emissions in Haringey have decreased and corresponding per capita (per 

person) emissions have decreased by a quarter.   

 
Graph: Haringey CO2 emissions and population growth 
 

 
 
 
Table:  Haringey annual CO2 emissions4 2005- 2011 by sector, (kilo tonnes per annum) 
 

 
Total Industry and 
Commercial CO2 

Total Domestic CO2 Total Transport CO2 
Total CO2 

Emissions (kt CO2) 

2005 297.6 547.9 191.2 1036.7 

2006 312.6 543.3 190.2 1046.2 

2007 278.5 527.4 188.7 994.6 

2008 319.1 524.7 178.9 1022.7 

2009 282.4 468.0 171.1 921.4 

2010 292.2 503.1 167.5 962.8 

2011 264.5 441.0 164.2 869.7 

 
 
 
The reduction in emissions achieved locally between 2005 and 2011, can be attributed to local carbon 

reduction initiatives such as those outlined in this report, and will also reflect national trends, including 

year variations in average temperature, the economic down-turn, falling real incomes and changes to the 

power generation fuel mix as we move from coal to gas and more renewable energy, causing a 

decrease in the óemissions factorô for electricity generation.  
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Graph: Annual total CO2 emissions by sector 2005 (baseline) to 2011 
 

 
 
 
 
Graph: Actual CO2 emissions and decrease required to meet 2020 target  
 

 
 
 

The latest emissions data suggests that the borough is on track to meet its carbon reduction target for 

2020. However the borough must also deliver on reducing the high levels of inequality that currently 

exist across the borough, towards a more equal, active and connected society that supports higher 

levels of well-being.  

 

Haringey Council has major plans to deliver significant growth; including new homes, new jobs and 

commercial space, and an increasing population. This will lead to a rise in CO2 emissions unless 

measures, such as those outlined in the Carbon Commission Report, are taken to switch to more 

sustainable practices. This report can be downloaded at www.haringey4020.org.uk/report  
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Decarbonisation of Electricity Generation 
 

Decarbonisation of electricity generation is key to achieving carbon reduction targets across the UK, 

as it is a major source of greenhouse gas emissions: 

In 2008 power sector emissions accounted for around 28% of total greenhouse gas (GHG) 

emissions, with average emissions in power generation of around 540 gCO2/kWh; this will fall 

to around 300 gCO2/kWh by 2020 if current Government ambition on renewable electricity 

and other low-carbon generation sources is delivered.1 

In Haringey, modelling work carried out for the Carbon Commission Report forecast that 

decarbonisation of the electricity grid would reduce emissions locally by 12% on 2005 levels. That 

is, grid decarbonisation accounts for over one quarter of the emissions reductions needed to meet 

our 40% reduction target for 2020 target. 

The carbon intensity of electricity generation in the UK has already fallen due to decommissioning 

inefficient old coal fired power stations, increased use of newer gas-fired power stations, imports of 

electricity from Franceõs nuclear generation, improved efficiency from the UKõs nuclear generation 

and increased use of renewable energy sources. 

Total electricity generation from renewable sources in 2011 increased by 33 percent on 2010. The 

majority of this increase came from wind power, with onshore wind 45 percent higher than in 2010 

and offshore wind generation 68 per cent higher than in 2010. In both cases this was due to an 

increase in installed capacity and also higher average wind speeds over the course of the year.
1

 

However in 2012, CO2 emissions from the power sector increased, and the carbon intensity of 

electricity consumed increased by 10%. This was due to an increase of highly carbon-intensive coal 

generation at the expense of gas, driven by a low price of coal in the global market, and increase 

to the wholesale gas price. 

Although the carbon intensity of the power sector has decreased since 2005, the year on year 

fluctuation highlights the importance of robust national policy to deliver the significant level of grid 

decarbonisation needed to meet the 2020 target. 
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4. Borough wide carbon reduction 
policies and initiatives   

 
 
 

4.1 Designing buildings for the future    
 

The way buildings are designed and constructed has an impact on the quality of our lives and health as 

well as on energy use, natural resources and our immediate and wider natural environment.  

 

The Councilôs Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) on Sustainable Design and Construction, was 

approved at Cabinet in February 2013. This guidance includes information on materials, environmental 

performance, ecological impact assessment, light pollution, air quality and waste. 

 

The document will also support the Local Plan: Strategic Policies, which were adopted in March 2013, 

and include the following CO2 targets:  

 

¶ From 2011 all new residential development will achieve a minimum 25% reduction in total CO2 

emissions in line with Code for Sustainable Homes Level 4 energy standards, and should aim to 

achieve Level 6. All new residential development will be zero carbon from 2016 onwards. 

 

¶ From 2011 onwards all new non-residential development shall be built to at least BREEAM ñvery 

goodò standard and should aim to achieve BREEAM ñexcellentò or the current nationally agreed 

standard. All new non-residential development shall be zero carbon from 2019.  

 

¶ Requiring all developments to assess, identify and implement, where viable, site-wide and area-

wide decentralised energy facilities including the potential to link into a wider network;  

 

¶ Establishing local networks of decentralised heat and energy facilities by requiring developers to 

prioritise connection to existing or planned networks where feasible;  

 

¶ Working with neighbouring boroughs and other partners to explore ways of implementing sub-

regional decentralised energy networks including the potential in the Upper Lee Valley 

Opportunity Area. 
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Table: Sustainability standards achieved for major developments in Haringey during 2012/13 

Building Name 

Code for 

Sustainable 

Homes/ BREEAM 

level 

On site 

renewable 

energy 

District or 

community heating 

Other 

sustainability 

information 

Brook House , Former Canon 

Rubber Factory, Tottenham, 

(residential and a school)  

BREEAM targeted 

rating/possible rating Very 

Good. Code Level 4 for 

Flats 

(n/a) Combined Heat & Power (n/a) 

Lawrence Road, South 

Tottenham (residential and 

commercial space) 

Code Level 4 (n/a) 

Communal onsite heat 

network via CHP plant (and 

connection to an area wide 

energy network, if offered 

before construction start) 

(n/a) 

Forester House, Bounds 

Green (commercial)  
BREEAM Very Good (n/a) Combined Heat & Power (n/a) 

Lymington Avenue, Wood 

Green (residential) 
Code Level 4 

Air Source Heat 

Pump 
(n/a) (n/a) 

Highgate Junior School BREEAM Very Good 

Ground Source Heat 

Pump with gas 

boilers to top up and 

Solar Photovoltaics 

(n/a) 

Passivhaus design 

principles. 

Mechanical 

ventilation with heat 

recovery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brook House, on the site of the old Cannon Rubber factory, close to White Hart Lane, will provide 230 new 
homes with Combined Heat & Power (due to be completed March 2015).  
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 4.2 Low carbon heat  infrastructure   
 
Heat is the single biggest reason we use energy and results in 
approximately one third of the UKôs carbon emissions.  
 

Satellite schemes  

Two exciting regeneration developments in 

Haringey, Brook House and Lawrence Road, 

have been approved with their own on-site low 

carbon heat generation and site-wide heat 

distribution networks.  

Brook House in North Tottenham, will also be 

designed to enable future connection to an 

area-wide alternative energy network which 

could further reduce carbon.  

The Council will continue to work with 

developers through the planning application 

process to bring forward low carbon 

developments. The combination of a high 

standard of insulation and connection to an 

area-wide alternative energy network presents 

an economical approach for developers to meet 

the targets for carbon and energy reduction 

required at a local, regional and national level. 

Strategic heat network  

Haringey Council is also progressing proposals for an ambitious cross borough strategic heat network. 

The network would capture heat from existing and proposed sources in Enfield, and distribute affordable 

low carbon heat in the form of hot water to residential, private, and public sector customers through a 

new heat network.  

Annual CO2 emissions savings from the first phase of the heat network are estimated to 60% over a 

óbusiness as usualô scenario which is in excess of 4,000 tonnes per annum. The proposed network 

would cover a distance of 5km, with a total installation cost for the network and associated plant 

estimated at £12.5m.  

¶ An outline business case was prepared with support from the GLA in early 2013. Based on its 

positive outcome Haringey, the GLA and the Enfield Council agreed to develop a business plan 

for the network.  

 

¶ More detailed engineering design proposals and costing assessments were completed in 2013, 

including evaluation of the options for heat off-take from the Energy from Waste plant at the 

Across the UK, buildings will need to be essentially zero 

carbon by 2050 if we are to achieve our carbon 

reduction targets. This will require transformational 

change, and new approaches to heat generation and 

heat distribution at a local scale, as different solutions 

will work best for different types of locations.  

In dense urban areas with high heat demand, such as 

London, significant carbon savings can be delivered 

through localised combined heat and power with heat 

distributed to buildings for space heating and domestic 

hot water through heat networks. As heat networks 

essentially circulate hot water, they are heat-technology 

òagnosticó, which means they offer flexibility to transition 

to lower carbon heat sources over time and a number 

of different heat sources can supply the same network.  

Heat networks could also provide a potential route to 

market for low and zero carbon heat from energy from 

waste, surplus heat from industry, and in future, other 

sources of surplus low carbon waste heat such as data 

centre cooling, electricity substations, and sewage works 

may become viable. 
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Edmonton Eco-Park, network route analysis, and concept mechanical and controls design of the 

energy system.  

 

In the future the vision for the strategic network proposed to serve North Tottenham would see it 

expand to become a ócity-wideô District Heat network connecting to neighbouring boroughs with 

multiple low carbon heat sources. At this scale, the network would look very similar to the city-wide 

heating schemes that have been operating in Northern European cities, such as Copenhagen, for many 

decades. 

 

 

4.3 Domestic building retrofit and energy 

saving  
 
Londonôs target of a 60% reduction in carbon emissions requires the 
retrofit of 2.4m properties by 2020. 
 
To achieve our carbon reduction target thousands of households in Haringey will need to be retrofitted 

with energy saving measures. This will require skilled local contractors who can deliver specialist 

insulation and install renewable technology systems. There are over 900 small businesses across North 

London who could potentially benefit from this work and the growth of the wider London market. 

Employees will need to up-skill and businesses will need gain the necessary accreditations to deliver 

works as part of the national Green Deal and ECO energy supplier obligation schemes. A number of 

relevant courses are now being provided by local training colleges such as CONEL.  

In January 2013 Haringey Council launched the óNorth London Retrofit SME Networkô, which aims to 

promote retrofit market opportunities to local tradesmen and building companies, and provide 

information and training to support access this potential market. Activities carried out included: 

¶ A óretrofitô briefing event, attended by over one 

hundred businesses 

 

¶ Workshops delivered by the Energy Saving Trust  

on Green Deal PAS 2030 certification 

 

¶ Workshops delivered by consultants Parity 

Projects to develop the RetrofitWorks 

cooperative (see below).  

 

 

Benefits of supporting the retrofit 
market: 
 

¶ Local job creation 

¶ Carbon savings 

¶ Investment in the local economy  

¶ Fuel poverty alleviation 

¶ Growth of the low carbon skills 

sector 

¶ Protection against rising energy 

costs  

¶ Health benefits  
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RetrofitWorks: The Good Building Cooperative 

Haringey Council pioneered the development of a cooperative to that will help local businesses benefit 

from the emerging retrofit market by provide opportunities for local businesses to compete for retrofit 

work and by working with local community groups drive uptake from the ground up. With funding 

awarded by the Department of Energy & Climate Change, the Council commissioned development and 

testing of a cooperative business model for the delivery of energy saving óretrofit worksô in North 

London, working with consultants Parity Projects.  

This initial phase involved 25 local businesses who supported the process of developing governance 

arrangements, contracts and operational tools for the cooperative. Several community and voluntary 

sector organisations also helped to develop plans for driving uptake of retrofit. The RetrofitWorks 

Cooperative has now been formally established as not-for-profit network, owned by its members.  

Membership 

The cooperatives members will benefit from a sophisticated web portal which offers comprehensive 

project management for each job, from initial pricing through to work on site and completion, access to 

discounted training, and basic marketing materials.   

There are three levels of membership:  

Tier 1: Governance and strategic roles such as 

trade associations, professional Institutions and 

Local Authorities.  

Tier 2: Lead generators such as community 

organisations, housing associations etc who will 

have a numbers of clients that are seeking a 

retrofit provider  

Tier 3: Energy Assessors and installers, such as 

tradesmen, and will be allowed to bid for 

customer quotes and who will need to be PAS 

2030 accredited. 

Next steps  

Pilot projects, to test and demonstrate the operational viability of the cooperative, will be complete and 

evaluated in December 2013. Recruitment of additional member businesses, community organisations, 

local authorities will then begin on a larger scale. Haringey Councilôs will also consider options for its role 

in the cooperative.  

òThe ôRetrofitWorksõ Cooperative is a 

fantastic opportunity for smaller businesses 

like ours to work together to offer wide 

range of home improvements that would 

not be possible for each individual 

company.   
Mike Ellinas, Director of Axios Energy Ltd 
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Green Deal Assessments  

Haringey Council was one of 30 areas selected nationally to become a Green Deal Pioneer Place by the 

Department of Energy and Climate Change, and as part of this scheme received funding to deliver free 

Green Deal Assessments in the borough.  

Drawing on experience from the Muswell Hill Low Carbon Zone, the assessments were promoted 

through a combination of community networks, door-to-door canvassing, leaflet drops and events; and 

by engaging with the Warner End Residents Association in the Alexandra Palace area to test an area 

based approach.   

Outreach activity was delivered by the Community Energy Lab at the Selby Trust. ï identifying home 

energy improvements 

¶ 15 Green Deal Assessors were employed (with the majority of assessors from with the borough 

Haringey) to deliver the assessments. They carried out 528 Green Deal assessments across 

Haringey and Islington (422 assessments in Haringey).  

¶ 75% of residents said that following the 

assessment they were considering 

making energy saving improvements to 

their home in the next 12 months.  Of 

these, approximately 60% said they 

would install substantial 

improvements, in addition to low cost 

mea

sure

s.  

¶ Over half of participants said they would rather 

pay for these measures upfront, rather than use Green 

Deal finance as they did not want debt attached to their 

property or a long term loan to repay for the works.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://retrofitworks.co.uk/
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òI think the Green Deal is a good idea and was very pleased with the thoroughness of my 

assessment. Also ð I am very pleased to get the report and am considering some measures.  

Kamila, Haringey Resident  
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The Green Deal 

The Green Deal is a mechanism introduced by Government in 2013 to help households install energy 

saving measures, such as insulation and heating improvements in their home without having to pay the 

upfront costs. The Green Deal loan is repaid, with interest, via a charge on the householdôs electricity bill.  

 

óGreen Dealô improvements can only be installed after an assessment has been carried out by a certified 

Green Deal Assessor and are only recommended if they meet the óGolden Ruleô. This means that 

estimated gas and electricity bill savings must always be equal to or exceed the cost of the loan 

repayments.  

 

In some circumstances ECO (Energy Company Obligation) grant funding is available to help cover the cost 

of home improvements. This funding can be combined with a Green Deal. Different types of ECO are 

available, including for properties that are difficult to insulate or for vulnerable residents on low incomes.  

 

In 2012, Haringey and Islington Council, supported by the GLA, worked together to investigate the 

potential for the Green Deal locally.  A three year programme of works in Haringey to retrofit 10,000 

homes could create 140 skilled jobs, the majority associated with installation of solid wall insulation. 

The total value of this is estimates to be £75 million, with the average cost per of household energy saving 

measures installed £7,750.  

 

Percentage of Haringey households requiring each type of insulation 

 

 

 

Loft insulation, 
3% Loft and cavity 

wall insulation, 

8%

Cavity wall 
insulation, 21%

Loft and internal 
solid wall 

insulation, 12%Loft and external 
solid wall 

insulation, 12%

Internal solid wall 
insulation, 22%

External solid 
wall insulation, 

22%
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The map below shows that take up of the free Green Deal Assessments was seen in all areas of the borough 

with a particular concentration in the Alexandra Palace area, as a result of an area based approach to 

engagement, carried out by the ƭƻŎŀƭ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

The Warm & healthy scheme 

The Warm & healthy scheme,  funded by the Department of Health and delivered by AgeUK Haringey, 

provided assistance to 500 elderly and vulnerable people  over the winter period November 2012 to 

March 2013, including home energy efficiency checks, benefits advice and information, access to 

AgeUKôs enabling service and also Decent Homes grants for minor home improvement works including 

energy retrofit. 

Subsidised Insulation for priority groups   

Free loft and cavity wall insulation and cash back of 

£100 per measure installed was promoted to 

residents identified to be in a ñSuper Priority 

Groupò for insulation under the CERT energy 

supplier obligation scheme. This group includes 

those in receipt of certain benefits, such as pension 

credit, and a low income. 487 lofts and several 

cavities were insulated as part of the scheme. 84 

residents received between £100-£200 cash back.  

Warren Court , a high rise social housing building, 

was also identified as suitable for cavity wall 

insulation. This work was entirely funded by the 

CERT energy supplier obligation and was carried out in December 2012 by an abseiling team!  






























